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07h30 - 08h15 REGISTRATION AND ARRIVAL REFRESHMENTS

08h15 - 08h25 MODERATOR'S WELCOME

Michael Avery, Anchor: Classic FM

08h25 - 08h30 OPENING REMARKS

Tanya van Lill, CEO: SAVCA

08h30 - 09h15 THE BIG PICTURE: INDUSTRY TRENDS AND PERFORMANCE

From fundraising and mandates, to deal-making and exits

Michael Rudnicki, Partner, Corporate Tax and Head of Private Equity, South Africa: KPMG

09h15 - 10h00 ALTERNATIVE FUNDING MODELS

The evolution of the private equity funding model for Southern Africa and Sub-Saharan Africa

John Bellew, Partner, Head of Private Equity, Africa: Bowman Gilfi llan

10h00 – 10h45 LOOKING ACROSS THE PRIVATE EQUITY SPECTRUM: THE ROLE OF VENTURE CAPITAL

A roadmap for the South African venture capital market

Keet van Zyl, Investment Partner: KNF Ventures

10h45 - 11h15 REFRESHMENTS AND NETWORKING

11h15 - 12h00 NAVIGATING THE AFRICAN PRIVATE EQUITY OPPORTUNITY

Driving high returns in an uncertain and changing environment

Alex-Handrah Aime, MD: ECP

12h00 - 12h45 DEAL GENERATION

Strategies for sourcing and clinching the winning deal

Rinolan Moodley, Senior Deal Principal: Phatisa Senior Deal Principal: Phatisa

12h45 – 14h00 NETWORKING LUNCH

14h00 - 15h30 EVALUATING INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIESEVALUATING INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The 'why', 'what' and 'how' of deal evaluationThe 'why', 'what' and 'how' of deal evaluation

Case Study: Evaluating an early-stage high-growth venture Evaluating an early-stage high-growth venture

John Hannig, Director Investment and Advisory Services: Metier Director Investment and Advisory Services: Metier

15h30 - 16h00 REFRESHMENT BREAK

16h00 - 16h45 PRACTICAL INSIGHTS FROM PRIVATE EQUITY PRACTITIONERSPRACTICAL INSIGHTS FROM PRIVATE EQUITY PRACTITIONERS

PANEL DISCUSSION: Deal-making, value addition and working towards the exitDeal-making, value addition and working towards the exit

Moderator: Tanya van Lill, CEO: SAVCACEO: SAVCA

Panellists:

Matthew Mccollum, Director: ActisDirector: Actis

Megan Rous, Senior Investment Manager: Pembani Remgro Infrastructure ManagersSenior Investment Manager: Pembani Remgro Infrastructure Managers

Alton Solomons, Chief Executive Offi cer: Sanlam Private Equity Chief Executive Offi cer: Sanlam Private Equity

Craig Wilson, Principal: Convergence PartnersPrincipal: Convergence Partners

16h45 - 17h00 CLOSING REMARKS

17h15 -- 18h30 SAVCA CAREER EVENING

SAVCA-GIBS Foundation Programme in Private Equity    Day 1
Tuesday, 25 July 2017
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07h30 - 08h15 ARRIVAL REFRESHMENTS

08h15 - 08h25 MODERATOR'S WELCOME

Michael Avery, Anchor: Classic FM

08h25 - 08h30 OPENING REMARKS

Tanya van Lill, CEO: SAVCA

08h30 - 09h00 FINANCING PRIVATE EQUITY DEALS

Part 1: The role of debt funding in private equity

Lourens Campher, Head - Specialised Growth Finance: Investec Corporate & Institutional Banking

09h00 – 09h30 Part 2: Mezzanine funding: The nature of the opportunity

Warren van der Merwe, Chief Operating Offi cer, Vantage Capital

09h30 – 10h00 SUCCESSFUL EXITS - EVIDENCE AND OPPORTUNITIES

Exits in Africa: Value creation and value realisation trends across the region

Graham Stokoe, Africa Private Equity Leader: EYGraham Stokoe, Africa Private Equity Leader: EYGraham Stokoe

10h00 – 10h30 REFRESHMENTS AND NETWORKING

10h30 – 12h00 POST-INVESTMENT: VALUE ADDITION AND BEST PRACTICE

Portfolio management: Maximising ROI

Case Study: Business strategy for value generation and added competitive advantage

Siyabonga Nhlumayo, Partner: Medu Capital

12h00 – 13h30 NETWORKING LUNCH

13h30 – 15h00 TOP STRATEGIES AND GUIDELINES FOR PERFORMANCE FRAMEWORKS

Fund structuring, valuation guidelines and the reporting of fund performanceFund structuring, valuation guidelines and the reporting of fund performance

Craig Dreyer, CFO: Ethos Private Equity CFO: Ethos Private Equity

15h00 --15h30 REFRESHMENTS AND NETWORKINGREFRESHMENTS AND NETWORKING

15h30 – 15h50 THE INSTITUTIONAL INVESTOR'S PERSPECTIVETHE INSTITUTIONAL INVESTOR'S PERSPECTIVE

The role of private equity in the institutional portfolio -- and the private equity track recordThe role of private equity in the institutional portfolio -- and the private equity track record

Heleen Goussard, Head of Independent Valuations: RisCura Head of Independent Valuations: RisCura

15h50 – 16h45 SPOTLIGHT ON INSTITUTIONAL INVESTORSSPOTLIGHT ON INSTITUTIONAL INVESTORS

PANEL DISCUSSION: Trends in investor mandates, manager selection and fund termsTrends in investor mandates, manager selection and fund terms

Moderator: Jeremy Cleaver, Portfolio Director - Intermediated Equity (Africa): CDC Group Portfolio Director - Intermediated Equity (Africa): CDC Group

Panellists:

Juan Coetzer, Head of Private Equity: Ashburton Investments Head of Private Equity: Ashburton Investments

Anne Keppler, Vice President: Corporates & Funds Africa, Equity and Mezzanine: DEG Vice President: Corporates & Funds Africa, Equity and Mezzanine: DEG

Nabeel Laher, Head; International Private Equity: Old Mutual Alternative Investments Head; International Private Equity: Old Mutual Alternative Investments

Sbu Luthuli, Chief Executive Offi cer and Principal Offi cer: Eskom Pension and Provident Fund Chief Executive Offi cer and Principal Offi cer: Eskom Pension and Provident Fund

16h45 – 17h00 CLOSING REMARKS

17h00 -- 18h30 SAVCA Members’ Reception

SAVCA-GIBS Foundation Programme in Private Equity    Day 2
Wednesday, 26 July 2017
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Alex-Handrah Aime, MD: ECP

Alex-Handrah Aimé is Managing Director of Emerging Capital Partners (ECP) based in the Johannesburg Office. 
With seven funds and over US$2 billion under management, ECP is a leading private equity manager focused 
exclusively on Africa. Prior to joining ECP in 2008, Ms. Aimé was with Goldman Sachs International in London in 
the European Special Situations Group, and previously in the Investment Banking Division – Financial Institutions 
Group. Ms. Aimé graduated cum laude from Harvard College with a bachelor’s degree in biochemistry. She obtained 
a J.D. with distinction from Stanford Law School and a MBA from the Stanford Graduate School of Business.a J.D. with distinction from Stanford Law School and a MBA from the Stanford Graduate School of Business.

Lourens Campher, Head - Specialised Growth Finance: Investec Corporate & Institutional BankingLourens Campher, Head - Specialised Growth Finance: Investec Corporate & Institutional Banking

Lourens completed his articles at KPMG in 1989 and then joined Standard Merchant Bank for 4 years where he was Lourens completed his articles at KPMG in 1989 and then joined Standard Merchant Bank for 4 years where he was 
initially involved in Corporate Banking and later LBO’s and MBO’s. He then joined Absa Corporate and Merchant Bank initially involved in Corporate Banking and later LBO’s and MBO’s. He then joined Absa Corporate and Merchant Bank 
where he specialized in structured fi nance. He left in 2003 and joined Calyon as representative for their structured where he specialized in structured fi nance. He left in 2003 and joined Calyon as representative for their structured 
fi nance division in SA. He was involved in a wide range of debt fi nancing including securitizations, Euro Bonds, project fi nance division in SA. He was involved in a wide range of debt fi nancing including securitizations, Euro Bonds, project 
fi nance and structured trade and commodity fi nancing. 

He joined Investec in 2006 and was responsible for Aviation fi nance – Commercial Airlines and Private Jet funding in He joined Investec in 2006 and was responsible for Aviation fi nance – Commercial Airlines and Private Jet funding in 
Africa. He is now responsible for Specialized Growth Finance which includes any debt funding solution for mid-sized Africa. He is now responsible for Specialized Growth Finance which includes any debt funding solution for mid-sized 
corporates (net asset value between R100m and R1bn) and deal sizes between R50m and R800m. His main focus is corporates (net asset value between R100m and R1bn) and deal sizes between R50m and R800m. His main focus is 
funding acquisitions, LBO’s and MBO’s, capex, debt restructuring and BEE funding.funding acquisitions, LBO’s and MBO’s, capex, debt restructuring and BEE funding.

Michael Avery, Anchor: Classic FM

Michael Avery is a fi nancial journalist and broadcaster with over a decade’s experience covering fi nancial markets. 
First, with the late veteran fi nancial columnist and publisher David Gleason, and most recently his daily business 
show, Classic Business, broadcast on Classic FM. 

Avery edits the country’s premier private equity publication, Catalyst and was the driving force behind the country’s 
fi rst ever Water-Energy -Food nexus event, the SA Water, Energy & Food Forum (SAWEF). 

He has also had forays into mass newspaper publishing with the now defunct Second Business and has a Dionysus 
like affection for all things grape. 

Avery holds a B.A. Journalism from the University of Johannesburg 

John Bellew, Partner, Head of Private Equity, Africa: Bowman Gilfi llan

John has advised prominent South African and international private equity houses on some of the largest private 
equity transactions undertaken in the South African market. He has represented private equity borrowers and high 
yield lenders and has formed a number of private equity funds with a focus on South and Sub-Saharan Africa.yield lenders and has formed a number of private equity funds with a focus on South and Sub-Saharan Africa.

His expertise has been recognised by various international research organizations including Chambers Global His expertise has been recognised by various international research organizations including Chambers Global 
(Corporate/ M&A) and Legal 500 (Corporate M&A; Investment Funds; Private Equity).(Corporate/ M&A) and Legal 500 (Corporate M&A; Investment Funds; Private Equity).

John is a founder member of the AVCA Legal and Regulatory Committee and a member of the SAVCA Legal and John is a founder member of the AVCA Legal and Regulatory Committee and a member of the SAVCA Legal and 
Regulatory Committee.
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John Hannig, Director Investment and Advisory Services: MetierJohn Hannig, Director Investment and Advisory Services: Metier

John Hannig is a director of Metier and a principal of the Metier Capital Growth Fund II. John has a background in John Hannig is a director of Metier and a principal of the Metier Capital Growth Fund II. John has a background in 
engineering and worked as a management consultant, first in process and systems consulting for Accenture and engineering and worked as a management consultant, first in process and systems consulting for Accenture and 
later in turnaround and strategy consulting for Gemini Consulting. John completed an MBA at UCT’s Graduate later in turnaround and strategy consulting for Gemini Consulting. John completed an MBA at UCT’s Graduate 
School of Business and gained additional credits from London Business School. He started his career in private equity School of Business and gained additional credits from London Business School. He started his career in private equity 
with Metier eleven years ago. 

Heleen Goussard, Head of Independent Valuations: RisCuraHeleen Goussard, Head of Independent Valuations: RisCura

With over 14 years’ experience in the investment industry, Heleen heads up the RisCura team who provides independent With over 14 years’ experience in the investment industry, Heleen heads up the RisCura team who provides independent 
valuations for clients across all alternative asset classes such as (but not limited to) Private Equity, Infrastructure and Private valuations for clients across all alternative asset classes such as (but not limited to) Private Equity, Infrastructure and Private 
Debt. In this role, she provides assurance to investors in alternative assets and alternative asset funds that their assets are Debt. In this role, she provides assurance to investors in alternative assets and alternative asset funds that their assets are 
priced correctly. This ensures that clients receive accurate reporting and assessment of returns on investments, which in priced correctly. This ensures that clients receive accurate reporting and assessment of returns on investments, which in 
turn allows them to manage their investments more effectively. 

She joined RisCura in 2012 and has performed and reviewed over 150 valuations since then. She has previously She joined RisCura in 2012 and has performed and reviewed over 150 valuations since then. She has previously 
worked as a corporate fi nance partner at PKF Inc.
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Craig Dreyer, CFO: Ethos Private Equity

Craig joined Ethos in 1998 as the Company’s Chief Financial Offi cer. Prior to this he was a partner of the Johannesburg 
office of the international auditing firm BDO. Craig is responsible for reporting, valuations, governance and 
administration of Ethos. He has served as a committee member of South African Venture Capital and Private Equity 
Association since 1998. Craig holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree in accounting and a post graduate Bachelor of 
Accounting degree from the University of Witwatersrand. He is a member of the South African Institute of Chartered Accounting degree from the University of Witwatersrand. He is a member of the South African Institute of Chartered 
Accountants. Craig represented South Africa at the Fireball World Sailing Championships in San Francisco in 1984. Accountants. Craig represented South Africa at the Fireball World Sailing Championships in San Francisco in 1984. 
Craig is a keen photographer and rides a mountain bike. Craig is married to Linda and has two daughters.Craig is a keen photographer and rides a mountain bike. Craig is married to Linda and has two daughters.

Juan Coetzer, Head of Private Equity: Ashburton Investments

Juan joined RMB in 2005 and has over 14 years’ experience in financial services. In 2011 he joined a team of 3 
people starting a new investment management business within FirstRand.

Two years later Ashburton Investments was launched and today employs over 400 people with over R135 billion 
AuM. Juan heads up Private Equity for Ashburton Investments and also assists with business development and 
strategy within the Alternative Investments team. He is a director of the general partner, a member of the investment 
committee and part of the investment team. Juan has been instrumental in establishing the private equity and hedge 
fund businesses and has played a key role in raising R1 billion for Ashburton’s fi rst private equity fund.

Jeremy Cleaver, Portfolio Director – Africa Funds: CDC Group

Jeremy joined CDC in 2011 and is a Portfolio Director responsible for sourcing, executing and monitoring fund-of-funds 
investments in Africa.

Prior to joining CDC, Jeremy worked for the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in Sydney as a private sector development 
specialist and prior to that worked in Investment Banking for Macquarie Bank and Goldman Sachs.

Jeremy holds a BSFS from Georgetown University and a MBA from Columbia Business School.

Speakers
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Rinolan Moodley, Senior Deal Principal: Phatisa

Rinolan is a Senior Principal in Phatisa’s deal team and is based in Johannesburg. He has played a key role in Phatisa’s Rinolan is a Senior Principal in Phatisa’s deal team and is based in Johannesburg. He has played a key role in Phatisa’s 
African Agriculture Fund having deployed over US$ 50 million since he joined Phatisa in 2013. Prior to joining Phatisa, African Agriculture Fund having deployed over US$ 50 million since he joined Phatisa in 2013. Prior to joining Phatisa, 
Rinolan worked in PwC’s Deals Division where he worked on several M&A transactions, divestitures and valuations Rinolan worked in PwC’s Deals Division where he worked on several M&A transactions, divestitures and valuations 
across Africa. He commenced his career at PwC and is a qualifi ed Chartered Accountant after having spent four years across Africa. He commenced his career at PwC and is a qualifi ed Chartered Accountant after having spent four years 
in Johannesburg and Chicago.

Matthew Mccollum, Director: Actis

Matthew joined Actis in 2011 and is based in Johannesburg. His primary focus is on the consumer sector in Africa. He Matthew joined Actis in 2011 and is based in Johannesburg. His primary focus is on the consumer sector in Africa. He 
current sits on the board of Food Lovers Market, Coricraft and Actom.  Prior to joining Actis, he worked at restructuring current sits on the board of Food Lovers Market, Coricraft and Actom.  Prior to joining Actis, he worked at restructuring 
boutique Alvarez & Marsal in the UK and Deloitte Corporate fi nance. Matthew is a chartered accountant and holds an boutique Alvarez & Marsal in the UK and Deloitte Corporate fi nance. Matthew is a chartered accountant and holds an 
honours in fi nance and accounting and a bachelor’s of business Science from the University of Cape Town.honours in fi nance and accounting and a bachelor’s of business Science from the University of Cape Town.

Siyabonga Nhlumayo, Partner: Medu Capital

Siyabonga is partner at Medu Capital, a black owned Private Equity fi  rm. He is responsible for strategic development, Siyabonga is partner at Medu Capital, a black owned Private Equity fi  rm. He is responsible for strategic development, 
investment execution and management. He sits on various Medu Capital portfolio company boards and sub-committees. investment execution and management. He sits on various Medu Capital portfolio company boards and sub-committees. 
He is also a board member and treasurer of the South African Venture Capital & Private Equity Association (SAVCA).He is also a board member and treasurer of the South African Venture Capital & Private Equity Association (SAVCA).

Prior to joining Medu Capital in 2007, Siyabonga spent two and half years at PricewaterhouseCoopers’ Transaction Prior to joining Medu Capital in 2007, Siyabonga spent two and half years at PricewaterhouseCoopers’ Transaction 
Services advising on a range of transactions. Siya commenced his career at PricewaterhouseCoopers where he Services advising on a range of transactions. Siya commenced his career at PricewaterhouseCoopers where he 
qualifi ed as a Chartered Accountant.

Speakers
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Sbu Luthuli, Chief Executive Offi cer and Principal Offi cer: Eskom Pension and Provident Fund

Mr Luthuli is the Chief Executive Offi cer and Principal Offi cer of the Eskom Pension and Provident Fund, a position 
he has held for more than 6 years. Mr Luthuli is a qualifi ed Chartered Accountant. He is the deputy chairperson of the 
Batseta Council of Retirement Funds for South Africa. He has previously served on the board of directors of various JSE 
listed companies. EPPF is one of the largest self-administered defi ned benefi t pension fund in South Africa with assets 
under management in excess of R130 billion.

Nabeel Laher, Head; International Private Equity: Old Mutual Alternative Investments

Nabeel is employed by Old Mutual Alternative Investments (Pty) Ltd (OMAI) where he heads the International Private 
Equity Fund of Funds programme. This R10 billion FUM programme comprises a number of global as well as Africa 
focussed private equity fund of funds. In this position he is a member of various external advisory boards. At OMAI he 
is a member of the Asset Management, Investment and Risk Committees.  

Prior to joining Old Mutual, Nabeel spent some time as an auditor, entrepreneur, debt specialist and M&A adviser. 
Nabeel’s experience in entrepreneurship, debt structuring and mergers and acquisitions provides him with the skill 
set to focus on critical issues in formulating an investment recommendation.

Nabeel is a CA(SA), CFA Charterholder and has passed the JSE Sponsor Development Programme exam.

Anne Keppler, Vice President: Corporates & Funds Africa, Equity and Mezzanine: DEG

Anne Keppler is a member of DEG’s corporates and funds team for Africa and based in Johannesburg since 2011. The 
team is responsible for structuring and managing DEG’s direct equity and fund investment portfolio as well as mezzanine 
solutions for its private sector clients on the continent. Anne joined DEG in 2005 and after working for the Financial 
Services team she moved to the equity and mezzanine team in 2010.  Prior to DEG, Anne worked as credit analyst for 
fi nancial institutions at WestLB in Germany. 
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Megan Rous, Investment Manager: Pembani Remgro Infrastructure Managers

Megan has been with Pembani Remgro since its inception in 2011. She has 8 years of experience in infrastructure 
investment and executing transactions in Africa. Prior to joining Pembani Remgro she was with Kagiso Financial 
Services, now part of the KTH Group, where she was in the financial advisory and equity investment team focusing 
on large infrastructure and PPP projects in Southern Africa. 

Megan holds a BBusSci (Finance Hons) and a Postgraduate Diploma in Accounting from the University of Cape Megan holds a BBusSci (Finance Hons) and a Postgraduate Diploma in Accounting from the University of Cape 
Town and completed her accountancy articles with PWC in Johannesburg.

Speakers

Alton J. Solomons, CEO: Sanlam Private Equity

Alton is a qualifi ed Chartered Accountant with a post graduate diploma in Auditing from UNISA. In 2003 he completed 
the Lim’uvune Investment Training and Development Programme. He qualifi ed as a Chartered Financial Analyst in 
June 2007.

Alton completed his articles with PricewaterhouseCoopers in 2001. He then joined Shoprite Checkers as a Trainee Alton completed his articles with PricewaterhouseCoopers in 2001. He then joined Shoprite Checkers as a Trainee 
Divisional Financial Manager responsible for reporting on a number of African Countries. In March 2002 he joined the Divisional Financial Manager responsible for reporting on a number of African Countries. In March 2002 he joined the 
Industrial Development Corporation where he worked in the Techno Industries Business Unit.Industrial Development Corporation where he worked in the Techno Industries Business Unit.

Alton joined SPE in May 2005 and on 01 January 2012 was appointed CEO of SPE. As CEO, Alton is responsible for the Alton joined SPE in May 2005 and on 01 January 2012 was appointed CEO of SPE. As CEO, Alton is responsible for the 
investment strategy of the business and custodian of the R3 billion investment portfolio. His responsibilities include investment strategy of the business and custodian of the R3 billion investment portfolio. His responsibilities include 
leading of and assistance in transactions from identifi cation, initiation, negotiations, closing, monitoring investments leading of and assistance in transactions from identifi cation, initiation, negotiations, closing, monitoring investments 
and exit thereof. Alton is a past director of the Southern African Venture Capital Association and also serves as a and exit thereof. Alton is a past director of the Southern African Venture Capital Association and also serves as a 
non-executive director on the boards of various investee companies. In 2014 Alton was a recipient of the prestigious non-executive director on the boards of various investee companies. In 2014 Alton was a recipient of the prestigious 
Black Business Executive Kaelo Awards. The Kaelo Awards recognize leading black entrepreneurs and leaders across Black Business Executive Kaelo Awards. The Kaelo Awards recognize leading black entrepreneurs and leaders across 
a broad range of industries.

Graham Stokoe, Africa Private Equity Leader: EY

Graham leads EY’s focus on the Private Equity sector across sub-Saharan Africa. He advises clients on the acquisition Graham leads EY’s focus on the Private Equity sector across sub-Saharan Africa. He advises clients on the acquisition 
or sale of businesses in South Africa and across Sub-Saharan Africa and his experience includes buy and sell-side due or sale of businesses in South Africa and across Sub-Saharan Africa and his experience includes buy and sell-side due 
diligence, M&A, working capital reports for stock exchange purposes, and advisory and support in respect to IPOs. diligence, M&A, working capital reports for stock exchange purposes, and advisory and support in respect to IPOs. 
Graham began his career with EY in London in 2004 and returned to South Africa in 2007. Graham began his career with EY in London in 2004 and returned to South Africa in 2007. 

Graham’s thirteen years of corporate fi nance experience has included advising PE and corporate clients on transac-Graham’s thirteen years of corporate fi nance experience has included advising PE and corporate clients on transac-
tions in various sectors including consumer products, industrials, retail, telecoms, IT, education, mining services and tions in various sectors including consumer products, industrials, retail, telecoms, IT, education, mining services and 
real estate, among others. He has advised numerous global and African PE funds. Graham completed his BCom and real estate, among others. He has advised numerous global and African PE funds. Graham completed his BCom and 
BCom (Hons) at the University of Pretoria.

Michael Rudnicki, Partner, Corporate Tax and Head of Private Equity, South Africa: KPMG

Michael is the Head of Private Equity in South Africa, and a partner in the KPMG Corporate Tax practice. His experience lies 
predominantly in Financial Services and M&A (including Private Equity (“PE”)). He advises a number of the key local 
and international banks and many local and international PE houses and their portfolio companies.

Michael has assisted many PE houses in establishing their local and offshore funds. In addition, his experience extends 
to assisting PE houses with buy and sell side due diligences, tax structuring of acquisitions and disposals, and 
modelling optimal gearing levels and interest deductions.

Michael was a finalist in the ABSA Jewish Achiever Awards in 2014.  He co-authors the journal, Business Tax and 
Company Law Quarterly.
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Keet van Zyl, Investment Partner: KNF Ventures

Keet is a Venture Catalyst with extensive high-growth investment experience. He co-founded leading South African Keet is a Venture Catalyst with extensive high-growth investment experience. He co-founded leading South African 
venture capital fi rm Knife Capital and KNF Ventures – a SARS s12J VC Company that leverages Knowledge, Networks venture capital fi rm Knife Capital and KNF Ventures – a SARS s12J VC Company that leverages Knowledge, Networks 
& Funding to enhance investee growth and investor returns. 

Before this he structured various private equity funds in Southern Africa for a US fund-of-funds investor and worked at Before this he structured various private equity funds in Southern Africa for a US fund-of-funds investor and worked at 
industry-leading companies such as Procter & Gamble, Investec Bank and ‘Here Be Dragons’ (HBD) Venture Capital.industry-leading companies such as Procter & Gamble, Investec Bank and ‘Here Be Dragons’ (HBD) Venture Capital.

Craig Wilson, Principal: Convergence Partners

Craig is a Principal in the deal team focused on execution and management of Convergence Partners’ investments Craig is a Principal in the deal team focused on execution and management of Convergence Partners’ investments 
across the Continent and new project development. He has more than 18 years of investment banking and private across the Continent and new project development. He has more than 18 years of investment banking and private 
equity experience. Prior to Convergence Partners, he was one of the inaugural members of the Seacom executive equity experience. Prior to Convergence Partners, he was one of the inaugural members of the Seacom executive 
management team, instrumental in the start-up and development of the company, including establishing the regional management team, instrumental in the start-up and development of the company, including establishing the regional 
set-up of the organisation. 

Prior to Seacom, he was at Nedbank’s Africa Division, Nedbank Corporate Finance and First Africa Corporate Finance Prior to Seacom, he was at Nedbank’s Africa Division, Nedbank Corporate Finance and First Africa Corporate Finance 
(part of Standard Chartered Bank Group).

Tanya van Lill, CEO: SAVCA

Tanya is the Chief Executive Offi cer of the Southern African Private Equity and Venture Capital Association (SAVCA) 
focusing on being the voice of the private equity and venture capital asset classes in Southern Africa.  Prior to this, 
Tanya was the Director for Academic Programmes at GIBS and a member of the Executive MBA Council.

Although a specialist in learning, leadership development, human behaviour, programme design and business 
management, Tanya regards herself to be a professional manager having worked in various positions at GIBS since 
joining the organisation in 2007.  Through her work at GIBS, Tanya has been exposed to numerous industries, had 
the privilege to travel extensively and coached various teams on their action learning projects.  Prior to GIBS, Tanya 
worked at Standard Bank and FNB in the areas of people development.  Tanya holds an MBA from GIBS where her 
research focused on methods to develop a global mindset.

Warren van der Merwe, Chief Operating Offi cer: Vantage Capital

B.Comm; B.Acc (Hons in Taxation); M.Comm (Wits), CA(SA)

Warren is a Chartered Accountant and Chief Operating Offi cer of the Vantage Capital Group. Vantage Capital is a South 
Africa-based firm that specializes in mezzanine debt and renewable energy debt transactions throughout Africa. 
Vantage Capital manages three mezzanine debt funds and two renewable energy senior debt funds. Vantage has 
assets under management of over R10bn. assets under management of over R10bn. 

Warren served articles at the University of Witwatersrand and Arthur Andersen before starting his banking career 
with Standard Bank. 

He spent six years at Standard Bank where he successfully concluded a number of corporate debt and leveraged 
fi nance transactions, before joining Vantage Capital in 2007.
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